59.   PETITION TO THE TRANSVAAL COUNCIL*
JOHANNESBURG,
December 8, 1903
TO
THE HONOURABLE  THE PRESIDENT AND  MEMBERS OF THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL OF THE TRANSVAAL
THE PETITION OF   ABDUL GANI,  CHAIRMAN OF THE  COMMITTEE
OF THE BRITISH   INDIAN   ASSOCIATION  IN   THE   TRANSVAAL
HUMBLY SHEWETH:
That your Petitioner approaches this Honourable House in con-
nection with the notice given by the Colonial Secretary of a motion to be
proposed by him on the 9th instant regarding Asiatic Bazaars.
Your Petitioner respectfully submits that the relief to be granted
under the proposal would be totally inadequate for the requirements
of justice.
The British Indian traders carrying on business outside Bazaars or
Locations may be divided into three classes:
Firstly, those that held licenses to trade outside Bazaars on the
outbreak of hostilities;
Secondly, those who thus traded without licenses;
Thirdly, those who, although they did not carry on any trade on
the outbreak of hostilities, being bona-jide residents of the Transvaal
before that time,, were last year granted licenses to trade outside Bazaars
by British officers without any conditions or restrictions.
Those belonging to the second class make by far the largest num-
ber.
Those belonging to the third class arc very few and are mostly
concentrated in Johannesburg.
It would be a serious matter for the last-named class to remove
to Bazaars where it is entirely impossible to carry on any trade whatso-
ever, much less to take with them the white and Kaffir retail trade
built up by them in the respective places for which they arc in lawful
possession of licenses.
Apart, however, from the unsuitability of the Bazaar sites, your
Petitioner humbly draws the attention of this Honourable House to the
following facts.
It was about this time, last year, that, in Pietersburg, all British
Indians belonging to the third division -above named received notices
that their licenses would not be renewed after their expiry. The matter
1 This was published in Indian Opinion, 17-12-1903.